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The Society of Indo-American Engineers and Architects (SIAEA) celebrated its Annual Gala with over 800 

professionals and the families at the Grand Hyatt in New York City. 

The theme of this year’s event was “Committed to Enhancing Infrastructure.” 

Invited guests included, John C. Liu, New York City Comptroller, India’s Consul General in New York Prabhu 

Dayal, and other exceptional public officials and private industry titans. 

In his address, Chief Guest John Liu spoke of how fortunate it was for him to grow up in New York City and of 

the City’s embrace and empowerment of immigrants, such as himself and several members of SIAEA. He also 

spoke of the need of infrastructure development of the City’s crumbling infrastructure (roads, bridges, tunnels) 

and appreciated the SIAEA for its dedication towards infrastructure development. Mr. Liu also spoke, highly, of 

Indian-American Engineers and Architects for their continued efforts in the construction industry and detailed 

his commitment to equal opportunity contract awards for women and minority entrepreneurs. 

Mr. William Goldstein (Executive Vice President of MTA Capital Construction) in his Keynote address to the 

Society, spoke of the current state of infrastructure in New York City and the profound bureaucracy that 

impedes or destroy projects that would significantly benefit the City at large. He urged the Gala attendees to 

step into the public debate and take ownership of public discussions that influence infrastructure development 

programs. 

Mr. William McGuiness (Vice President, Skanska USA Civil) spoke of Skanska’s commitment to strengthening 

communities by improving/repairing infrastructure. Mr. McGuiness acknowledged the current economical 

challenges facing businesses in the United States but encouraged Gala attendees to take the opportunity to 

develop cost efficient solutions and better business practices in order to remain competitive. 

President Ravi Shenoy enumerated the SIAEA’s successes throughout the year. Mr. Shenoy spoke of the “Jugaad 

Urbanism” exhibition, scheduled for February 2011; the exhibition’s focus is on how to create strategies, based 

on Jugaad (or making-do) spirit, for development of resourceful metropolitan cities in India. 

Mr. Shenoy also discussed the Society’s outreach to the younger generation of Engineers and Architects of 

Indian origin. As part of its continued effort to encourage the next generation, the SIAEA gave out ten (10) 

$2,000.00 scholarships to aspiring Engineering/Architecture students. Mr. Shenoy stated that the response to 

the SIAEA’s call to action has been particularly encouraging and that many younger Engineers and Architects 

have began to take on organizational responsibilities in the Society. Case-in-point: the Annual Gala was MC’d by 

two such Engineers/Architects; Ms. Anita Asokan (also a member of the Annual Gala Committee) and Mr. Akhil 

Dayal (a member of the Annual Gala committee and Executive Committee Director). The SIAEA also, for the first 

time, recognized two (2) “Under-40” professionals in addition to seven (7) other Engineers and Architects. 

Some of the events guests included, David J. Burney, Commissioner, Department of Design & Construction, NYC; 

James H. Jones, President TDX Construction; Ken Dircks, Senior Executive at Accenture; Michael J. Garner, Chief 

Diversity Officer, MTA Office of Civil Rights; Suzanne S. Veira, Senior Director, Office of Business Development 

Division; Michael M. Clay, Director of Opportunity Programs, DASNY; Lash Green, Director, Office of Business 

and Job Opportunity, PANYNJ; and Michael H. Jones-Bey, Executive Director, Empire State Development. 

The SIAEA extends its thanks to all our members and friends who joined us at the event and to those of you that 

could not be there, we hope you will join us this year! 
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